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Preface

ASSIN 2 is the second edition of the Evaluation of Semantic Similarity and
Textual Inference (Avaliação de Similaridade Semântica e Inferência textual)
in Portuguese, that took place as a parallel event with the STIL conference in
2019. Like its previous edition, it proposed a shared task on Semantic Similarity
and Text Entailment; with the former ranking pairs of sentences from 1 to 5,
and the latter labeling them as either entailment or non-entailment (but not
paraphrases, in contrast with the first edition).

There are some notable di↵erences between the first and second edition of
the shared task. Concerning the data, a new corpus of 10 thousand sentences
was presented, but instead of text extracted from news articles, it contains much
simpler sentence pairs, modeled after the SICK corpus. With sentences written
on purpose for this task, some linguistic phenomena could be directly controlled.
As a result, a word overlap baseline is not so powerful on ASSIN 2 as it was on
ASSIN 1.

On the side of systems, we saw a reflection of the recent development of
neural networks. While hand-engineered features and lexical resources are still
useful, pretrained language models proved themselves as very helpful for both
tasks evaluated.

This volume presents the main findings of the shared task organizers, and
the descriptions of the strategies developed by the participants. With a total of
nine of them, we are happy with the results of ASSIN 2. We leave a new dataset
as a benchmark to evaluate the progress of this area in Portuguese, as well as
the reflections upon its research directions.
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José Santos, Ana Alves, Hugo Gonçalo Oliveira
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